
CUFC TECHNICAL FRAMEWORK

THE WOMBAT WAY

A connected pathway from first kick to senior football

TEAMWORK  •  EFFORT  •  RESPECT GOOD FOOTBALLERS. BETTER HUMANS.

TEAMWORK  •  EFFORT  •  RESPECT



OUR OBJECTIVE
WHY THE WOMBAT WAY?

To create one clear football identity across CUFC, connecting who we are, how we 
coach, how we play and how we develop our players.

WHO WE ARE

Vision • Mission • Values

HOW WE PLAY

Our playing model

HOW WE DEVELOP

One connected player pathway

ONE CLUB • ONE LANGUAGE • ONE PLAYER PATHWAY

TEAMWORK  •  EFFORT  •  RESPECT GOOD FOOTBALLERS. BETTER HUMANS.

HOW WE COACH

The Wombat Way methodology



HOW THE FRAMEWORK CONNECTS
THE WOMBAT WAY • CUFC TECHNICAL FRAMEWORK

VISION WHAT WE WANT TO BECOME

MISSION HOW WE GET THERE

VALUES HOW WE BEHAVE

THE WOMBAT WAY HOW IT COMES TO LIFE IN FOOTBALL

Every team can look different. The principles should still look like CUFC.

TEAMWORK  •  EFFORT  •  RESPECT GOOD FOOTBALLERS. BETTER HUMANS.



OUR VISION & MISSION

Good footballers. Better humans.

OUR VISION

To be a connected community football club 
recognised for developing confident, 
capable footballers who love the game and 
represent Cooroora United carrying our 
values on and off the field.

TEAMWORK  •  EFFORT  •  RESPECT

OUR MISSION

Create a positive and inclusive football 
environment where players are supported to 
develop, challenged to improve and inspired 
to love the game – while being supported to 
grow as people through teamwork, effort 
and respect

DEVELOP THE PLAYER • DEVELOP THE PERSON

WHAT WE WANT TO BECOME HOW WE WILL GET THERE



Three values guide how we train, play, coach and represent CUFC.

TEAMWORK
WE DO IT TOGETHER

Support each other

Communicate
Put the team first

EFFORT
WE GIVE OUR BEST

Compete

React positively

Keep working

RESPECT
WE REPRESENT CUFC

Respect each other
Respect opponents and 
officials
Respect the game

How we play should reflect who we are

OUR CLUB VALUES





CUFC FOOTBALL PHILOSOPHY
We develop players who recognise the game,
make decisions and execute with confidence

HOW WE COACH

Create the environment for players to learn
Let players learn by playing the game
Ask questions and encourage problem solving
Give players the freedom to make decisions and mistakes
Develop the person as well as the footballer

HOW WE PLAY

Positive and purposeful with the ball
Connected and competitive without it
Quick and positive in transition
Brave in our decisions and actions
Always with teamwork, effort and respect

BRAVE  •  INTELLIGENT  •  CONNECTED  •  PROACTIVE  •  RESILIENT

CUFC PLAYER QUALITIES





CUFC GAME MODEL
We play positive, purposeful football. We work together in every moment, compete with effort and show respect for the game.

BP
IN POSSESSION

ATTACK TOGETHER

Be brave on the ball. Create 
width, depth and options. 
Look forward, combine and 
attack space with purpose.

BP > BPO
TRANSITION TO 

DEFENCE

REACT TOGETHER

React immediately. 
Pressure the ball, protect 
forward options and 
recover quickly if we cannot 
regain.

BPO
OUT OF 

POSSESSION

DEFEND TOGETHER

Stay connected and 
compact. Communicate, 
protect dangerous spaces 
and press together to 
regain the ball.

BPO > BP
TRANSITION TO 

ATTACK

GO TOGETHER

Look forward first. Attack 
space before the 
opposition resets and 
quickly support the player 
who wins the ball.

TEAMWORK EFFORT RESPECT













3. THE WOMBAT WAY — PLAYER DEVELOPMENT PATHWAY
ONE PATHWAY • INCREASING COMPLEXITY • SAME CLUB IDENTITY

U6–U9

LOVE THE GAME

EXPLORE & PLAY

Lots of touches • 1v1 confidence • 
core skills • freedom to try

U10–U12

BECOME A FOOTBALLER

DEVELOP & DECIDE

Strong core skills • scan • see 
space/pressure • make choices

INTELLIGENT + PROACTIVE

U13–U14

UNDERSTAND THE GAME

PERCEIVE & CONNECT

Four moments • positional 
relationships • connect actions with 

teammates

CONNECTED

U15–U16

PERFORM THE GAME

EXECUTE & ADAPT

Perform under pressure • team roles 
• adapt to changing game pictures

RESILIENT

U17+

OWN YOUR GAME

PERFORM & LEAD

Take ownership • consistency • 
leadership • prepare for senior 

football

ALL 5 QUALITIES

FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT CORE SKILLS  →  GAME UNDERSTANDING  →  FOUR MOMENTS  →  TEAM PRINCIPLES  →  PERFORMANCE

PLAYER LEARNING PERCEPTION  →  DECISION  →  EXECUTION

THE WOMBAT WAY BRAVE  •  INTELLIGENT  •  CONNECTED  •  PROACTIVE  •  RESILIENT

TEAMWORK  •  EFFORT  •  RESPECT GOOD FOOTBALLERS. BETTER HUMANS.
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